VICTORY 


Number 107 
March 5, 1947 

Dear Mules: 
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FLASHES 




The basketball season continues fo roll along at top speed. With this 
issue I can report that the team has three more notches on their guns while dropping 
one game to the Middies at Annapolis, The scores are something to ponder over - - 
here they are; 


Muhlenberg 

79 

Gettysburg 

48 

Muhlenberg 

57 

Navy 

69 

Muhlenberg 

77 

Univ, of Hawaii 

64 

Muhlenberg 

66 

St, Joseph 

47 


The Mules traveled to Gettysburg on Feb, 19th where they met the Bullets, 
traditionally a strong contender on their home floor. That night, which happened to 
be my birthday but I really don't believe that the boys knew that they were giving 
me a birthday present, the Barker-coached lads stepped right out and defeated 
Gettysburg 79-48. That was number two for the Mules against the charges of Hank 
Bream, the first game ending in a 82-46 score. 


The big guns of the Naval Academy were a bit too much for the Mules, for 
they went down to defeat, but to their everlasting credit, fighting to the last, by 
a 69-57 score. We have no alibis, no excuses. The trip down was a bit rough on the 
squad, for what with fighting broken axles, snow drifts that made everybody pile out 
of the bus and push, trains, crowded to the hilt, and non-existent taxis, they 
finally arrived at the Academy on the Severn at 10:00 P.M,, having left the campus 
at 8:00 A.M, Their return trip was not quite as bad. 

The Middies, beaten only by Kentucky this season, were ahead at the half, 
35-20. The Mules put on a drive during the second half and, while they outscored 
the Navy, 37-34» their rally came a bit too late. Big gun for the Navy was Captain 
Dick Shugart, who had one of those games where just about everything he threw at the 
basket went in for a score. He was high for the fracas with 29 points. It was the 
first time this season that Muhlenberg played on a court'with semi-circle metal 
banking boards. Dick McGee kept the Navy men in constant hot water as he scored 21 
points to lead the Mules, Harry Donovan had 12 points,'followed closely by Al 
Saemmer with 10 markers. 

Winner of twenty one straight games before invading the mainland, the 
University of Hawaii basketeers dropped a sizzling scoring duel to the Mules at 
Rockne Hall by a 77-64 score. Although the Islanders handled themselves and the ball 
brilliantly, they trailed throughout most of the game, and were particularly weak 
under the offensive backboard. Usually they took only one shot and done, with 
Muhlenberg charging in to take possession of the ball. V.ith the Hawaiians generally 
dropping back after taking their shot, the Mules were able to command control of the 
ba].l most of the time, Harry Donovan, sinking 19 points in the first half and 10 
more in the second for a grand total of 29 points on 12 field goals and five out of 
six foul tries, was the big point-manufactxirer for the Mules, 


Heralded by many sport writers as the game which would break the tourna¬ 
ment hopes of either team, Muhlenberg met the strong St, Joseph squad in Rockne Hall 
last Saturday evening. The opening lines of the Morning Call's article on the game 
aptly described the contest - "I\luhlenberg's Mules sizzled, 3300 fans steamed and St. 
Joseph's befuddled cagers stewed last night as the Allentown collegians carved a 
66-47 chunk out of the Philadelphian's national tournament hopes." 



Both teams sported records of 16 games won and five lost, but Muhlenberg 
was a high speed machine, geared for its best season's performance and the mechanism 
didn't fail, Teamviork and continual pressing were the big factors in this victory. 


n 















- 2 - 


Harry Donovan's head clashed with a ring worn by a St. Joe player in the 
third quarter; he left the game with blood streaming down over his face. Dr. Vveaber 
soon had him patched up, and with his head bandaged like the drummer in the Spirit 
of 1776, he returned to the floor and played, to the plaudits of the crowd. Red 
Baldwin played the best game of this season, for his floor work was outstanding. He 
wont up against taller men time after time and always came down with the ball. His 
shots under the basket took a terrific toll and his fourteen point total included 
six field goals and two out of three fouls. 

The Middle Atlantic playoffs will take place at the University of Delaware 
March 14th and 15th, Muhlenberg, as champion of the Northern Division will meet 
Albright, v<inner of the V.estern section. LaSalle and Swarthmora, the Southern 
winner, will pair off in the other game, LaSalle has been invited to compete in the 
tournament since they had met and defeated several of the conference teams. The 
winners will play off the follov,'ing night. 

Closing out the regulation season. Coach Carl Frankett's wrestling team 
climbed on the right side of the ledger for the season in defeating Lafayette by a 
score of 22-8 in Memorial gymnasium at Easton. The win was the fifth for the Mules 
against four defeats. They are now pointing for the Middle Atlantics, to be held 
this year at Rutgers University, March 7th and 8th. In the Lafayette meet, the 
grunt-and-groaners won six bouts and lost two, taking four decisions and two falls, 
Lafayette scored one decision and one fall. 

For the first time in its 99 year history, Muhlenberg will be represented 
by a swimming team, if plans now being formulated, go through to completion. About 
t,.ijnty five aspirants are practicing daily at the Jewish Community Center pool and 
tryouts will be held on Thursday of this v/eek. It is planned to schedule meets with 
some of the leading colleges of the East. This new sport has been instituted at the 
request of a large number of students. 

The Intra-Mural league has been formed voider the direction of Bill "Line- 
U'^'- Ritter and will get under way this week, Tvventy teams will compete in four 
s'.iorts, basketball, volley ball, tennis and track. Two leagues have been formed 
and the teams entered include such names as Jokers, Breakfast Club, Blue Beetles, 
Flying Dutchmen, Danks, Hwts, Commoners, Eagles, Lhoopees, Sigma Phi Epsilon, Blue 
Bmrds, Tornadoes, Four Handed, South Hall, Toads, Scholars, Alpha Tau Omega, 
Korlacher Nine, Phi Epsilon Pi, Pillows and Pros, Johnny Sweatlock, Jack Crider, 

Diz Dean and several other athletes will do the officiating. More later. 

Professor George Rickey, head of the art department, had the distinction, 
recently, of being the only Lehigh Valley artist and one of four Pennsylvania 
artists, to exhibit two of his pen and ink sketches at the American Drawing Annual 
YII at the Albany Institute of History and Art. The portrait entitled, "Portrait 
0.1 Frances", which has attracted much attention, was done while Professor Rickey was 
''■lill in the Army and stationed in Texas, It was lying near an open window when a 
storm badly spotted the portrait. ii/Ir. Rickey held it under a faucet and 
saturated it thoroughly. The wash effect is particularly interesting and apparently 
caught the eye of the judges who selected the drawings for the Albany shovjing. 

That's about all of the news for this issue. Now, how about a few letters 
om you men so that I can relay some of the nows from your end. I'll be seeing 
y'.',': ;’n another two weeks, so until then, cheerio. 

Cordially, 

L/OHN H. WAGNER 
Alumni Secretary 






